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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for transferring data from a content providing node to a 
content requesting node, the method at the content requesting node comprising: 

transmitting a first request to the content providing node, the first 
request for notifying an authorizing node; 

receiving a permit from the authorizing node in response to notification 
from the content providing node; 

determining a file name in response to the permit; 

transmitting to the content providing node a second request comprising 
the file name; 

transmitting to an event reporting node a first report in response to 
receiving the permit; 

receiving data from the file; and 

transmitting to the event reporting node a second report in response to 
receiving the file. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the second request is transmitted in 
further response to receiving an acknowledgement that the first report has been 
received by the event reporting node. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the second report comprises a duration of 
use of the data. 
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4. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of determining the file name 
comprises decrypting at least a portion of the permit. 

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising identifying the event reporting 
node in response to the permit. 

6. The method of claim 5 wherein the identity of the event reporting node is 
independent of an identity of the content providing node. 

7. A method for transferring data that provides pay-per-use accounting, the 

method comprising: 

providing the data in a file on a content providing node, the file 
comprising a payee identifier, the content providing node having a first node identifier; 

providing on a content managing node a value for validating a request, 
the request conveying the first node identifier, the payee identifier, and a second node 

identifier of a content requesting node; 

logging at the content managing node a first event in response to the 

request; 

logging at an event monitoring node a second event in response to a 
report, the report provided in response to a permit provided by the content managing 
node, the permit responsive to validating the first request, the first report conveying 
the first node identifier, the payee identifier, and the second node identifier; and 

adjusting a pay-per-use account for the payee in response to the first 
event and the second event. 
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8. The method of claim 7 further comprising providing a reconciliation node 
in communication with the event reporting node and the content managing node for 
performing the step of adjusting. 
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